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Synopsis

A history and celebration of Jewish women through the centuries. This is an indispensable resource
about the role of Jewish women from post-biblical times to the twentieth century. Unique in its
approach, it is structured so that each chapter, which is divided into three parts, covers a specific
period and geographical area. The first section of the book contains an overview, explaining how
historical events affected Jews in general and Jewish women in particular. This is followed by a
section of biographical entries of women of the period whose lives are set in their economic, familial,
and cultural backgrounds. The third and last part of each chapter, & ceThe World of Jewish
Women,a ¢ is organized by topic and covers womena ™s activities and interests and how Jewish
laws concerning women developed and changed. This comprehensive work is an easy-to-use
sourcebook, synopsizing rich and diverse resources. By examining history and analyzing the
dynamics of Jewish law and custom, it illuminates the circumstances of Jewish women’s lives and
traces the changes that have occurred throughout the centuries. It casts a new and clear light on
Jewish women as individuals and sets women firmly within the context of their own cultural and
historical periods. The book contains illustrations, boxed text, extensive endnotes, and indices that
list each woman by name. It is ideal for womena ™s groups and study groups as well as students

and scholars.
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Customer Reviews

Collectively compiled and written by Emily Taitz, Sondra Henry, and Cheryl Tallan, The JPS Guide



To Jewish Women 600 B.C.E. - 1900 C.E. is an impressive, 354-page survey and compendium
showcasing unique individual women and their contributions to Judaic history ranging from biblical
antiquity down through the 19th century. Also addressing how Jewish law and customs affected
women’s lives, and issues such as domestic violence throughout the centuries, The JPS Guide To
Jewish Women is an impressive and thoroughly "user friendly" reference resource, and warrants the
very highest recommendation for its thoroughness, insight, and accessibility. No personal,
professional, or academic Judaic Studies collection can be consider complete without the inclusion
of The JPS Guide To Jewish Women.

This book was expeertly researched and beautifully written. The introduction to each era was
especially informative. Though conceived as a reference book, it was so interesting that it was hard

to put down.

This book is perfect for anyone curious about how Jewish women lived in the centuries before the
20th century. It would also be wonderful for a Bat Mitzvah gift or a gift for a college student. While it
is encyclopedic in format and content, the fascinating letters, memoirs, stories and photographs of
famous, as well as unknown, women bring their successes, trials, and religious life to the reader
with great impact. The excellent index lets you follow any topic over the centuries, and the copious
notes answer the ever-present question: where did the authors discover that gem? It is a fantastic

value.

The JPS Guide to Jewish Women is a welcome addition to the study of women in Judaism. It is a
well-researched and scholarly book. The information is arranged chronologically and geographically
and is easily accessed. This book is very readable and would be an excellent text for senior

high-school or university.
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